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Isolation and Defeat

TWO GOVERNMENTS IN RUSSIA

After 1900 new personalities, quite unknown to the public, be-
gan to gather around the Russian throne and acquire influence.
Among the rival factions in Russia's leading circles, one circle
represented the most extreme trend, both in foreign and internal
affairs. To this circle belonged: the uncle of the Tsar, Grand Duke
Nikolai Alexandrovich; Adm. Alexei Abaza; Prince Vonlarlarski;
later, Gen. Eugene Alexeyev (said to be an illegitimate son of Tsar
Alexander II) joined the group, as did the shrewd and reckless Min-
ister of the Interior Vyacheslav Plehve. The spiritual head of the
group, and the least selfish among them, was Ivan Bezobrazov, with
the title of Privy Counselor.

Minister Witte, who was becoming hesitant, was, in their eyes,
a traitor. Even Kuropatkin, the audacious War Minister, was far
too moderate for them. As a precaution, in the event their corre-
spondence fell into the hands of their rivals in the official govern-
ment, the group at first used cover names for their hated enemies.
Witte was called "Nostril/' Minister Lamsdorff, "Tadpole," Gen-
eral Kuropatkin, "Black Grouse." The Tsar was called "the Boss."
Witte, Lamsdorff, and Kuropatkin, most resented by the group,
constituted the "lousy triumvirate."

This was a unique situation. "Witte, Lamsdorif, and myself,"
General Kuropatkin sadly relates in his Memoirs, "are concerned
about the personal correspondence between the Tsar and this vi-
sionary and adventurer [Bezobrazov]."

In one of his reports to the Tsar, Bezobrazov outlined his .pro-
gram: "The Far East is still in a period when a stubborn struggle
is necessary in order to assure the consolidation of our realm; dom-
ination by us is the ultimate aim of this struggle; without such dom-
ination we are not able either to rule the yellow race or control the
inimical influence of our European rivals." *
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